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PAGE 01 SANTO 04010 212154Z 
ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO EB-08 /023 W 

020204 212158Z/70 

P 212134Z JUL 78 

FM AMEMBASSY SANTO DOMINGO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5414 

UNCLAS SANTO DOMINGO 4010 

EO 11652 NA 

TAGS: BEXP, DR 

SUB: FY 1980 EVENT SCHEDULE 


Message Text 


REF: STATE 171361, 

1 . EMBASSY ENTHUSIASTICALLY SUPPORTS CATALOG SHOW FEATURING 
HOTEL, RESTAURANT AND INSTITUTION EQUIPMENT TENTATIVELY 
SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST 1980. THE DR TOURIST INDUSTRY 

HAS GROWN RAPIDLY OVER THE 

LAST FEW YEARS (FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNINGS FOR THE SECTOR LAST 
YEAR WERE APPROXIMATELY $90 MILLION), AND THIS GROWTH IS 
EXPECTED TO CONTINUE OVER THE COMING YEARS. THE FIRST PHASE OF THE 
DR'S NORTH COAST TOURIST PROJECT WILL BE COMPLETED IN 1979, 

WITH FURTHER EXPANSION ALREADY IN THE PLANNING STAGES. THE HOTEL 
AND RESTAURANT INDUSTRY IN SANTO DOMINGO, WHICH CATERS TO BOTH 
DOMINICANS AND TOURISTS, HAS LIKEWISE SHOWN IMPRESSIVE 
GROWTH IN THE SEVENTIES. MANY HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS ARE PLANNING 
TO EXPAND THEIR FACILITIES. THERE IS ALSO A MARKET FOR INS- 
TITUTIONAL EQUIPMENT. 

2. THE EMBASSY IS PARTICULARLY PLEASED THAT USDOC HAS 
SELECTED THIS THEME FOR A CATALOG SHOW, AS THIS SECTOR OF THE 
ECONOMY RANKS AMONG THE MOST DYNAMIC IN THE DR. INDEED, 

GIVEN ITS GROWING IMPORTANCE, EMBASSY SUGGESTS THAT 
CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO THE COMBINING CATALOG SHOW 
WITH IOGA MISSION CONCENTRATING ON THE SAME THEME. 
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3. IF USDOC CONCURS, EMBASSY PLANS TO EXPLORE DESIRABILITY OF 
BRINGING CATALOG SHOW TO SANTIAGO AS WELL AS SANTO 
DOMINGO, IN ORDER TO TAP NORTH COAST MARKET. 
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